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SCRIPPS NATIONAL SPELLING BEE INTEGRATES KINDLE
TECHNOLOGY INTO DEVELOPMENT OF STUDY MATERIALS

School enrollment now open for 2016-2017

CINCINNATI — The thousands of schools that enroll in the Scripps National Spelling Bee this year will
unlock a new level of learning, giving teachers and students clear paths to make connections between
spelling, vocabulary and reading. For the 2016-2017 program, the Scripps National Spelling Bee is fully
integrating book titles and technology from its presenting sponsor, Kindle, into the creation of the
school-level study lists to be distributed to the nearly 11 million participating students. Study materials
include hundreds of words selected exclusively from books available on Kindle e-readers.

These study materials equip teachers to easily combine lessons in spelling, vocabulary and reading.
Students can build their vocabulary and reading skills while gaining helpful context about the spelling
words as they appear in the books. Reading the books that include study list words is not a requirement
of the Bee program, but it certainly can be an added benefit.

“The Scripps National Spelling Bee and Kindle both recognize the synergy of reading and spelling,” said
Paige Kimble, executive director of the Scripps National Spelling Bee. “Now, our study materials guide
students to fiction and nonfiction titles that include the words they need to know to advance in their
local spelling bee program. Students can see the words come to life and have a more meaningful
learning experience through the power of great books. This is an unprecedented development by the
Scripps National Spelling Bee and it reflects the cohesive relationship we share with Kindle.”

The study list includes both spelling words and book titles for grade levels 1-8 including popular books
like “Nate the Great” by Marjorie Weinman Sharma for first grade, “Matilda” by Roald Dahl for fifth
grade and “The Terrifying Tales” by Edgar Allan Poe for eighth grade. The complete list of books is
available to schools that enroll in the Scripps National Spelling Bee program.

“Our mission is to enable and inspire a passion for reading at any age and we believe that great spellers
come from great readers,” said Arthur van Rest, director, Kindle E-Readers. “With these reading lists,
students will be able to see study list words in context, leading to better comprehension. With features
like Word Wise, Vocabulary Builder and Dictionary Lookups, Kindle e-readers give students the
confidence and tools to take on more challenging books.”

All Kindle e-readers are purpose-built for reading and feature displays that are easy to read with no
glare, even in bright sunlight, have battery life that is measured in weeks rather than hours, and are
lightweight and easy to hold and read on for hours. All Kindle e-readers come equipped with the



following tools to provide an improved reading experience that leads to greater comprehension, a
stronger vocabulary and a better, uninterrupted reading experience:

Vocabulary Builder — Compiles words readers look up in the dictionary into an easy-to-access list from
words readers explore through the dictionary option. Readers can use these lists to quiz themselves
with flashcards and instantly see words in context until they have mastered them.

Word Wise — Short and simple definitions automatically appear above difficult words to help readers
take on more challenging books. The reader can adjust the level of help needed. Every source book used
to create the Scripps National Spelling Bee school spelling bee study list is enabled with Word Wise.

Kindle FreeTime — With Kindle FreeTime, kids can read books in a simple, fun and safe environment
designed specifically for them. Kids are rewarded with achievement badges when they reach their
reading milestones, and a progress report keeps parents updated on total time spent reading, number
of words looked up, badges earned and books read.

Enrollment is now open for the 2016-2017 Scripps National Spelling Bee program. School enrollment
takes place exclusively at spellingbee.com. Interested students, parents and schools can use the search
function to see if a school is enrolled and can get additional information about the program.

Once enrolled, teachers and administrators have access to everything they need to run a classroom or
school spelling bee, such as:

e Online access to the teachers-only section of spellingbee.com

e Official study lists for students, organized by grade level

o Official list of book titles used to select study list words (all titles are available to download on

Kindle e-readers)

e Study materials for each school spelling champion

e The 2017 Classroom Pronouncer Guide

e The 2017 School Pronouncer Guide

The early bird school enrollment fee is $145 until Oct. 14. The cost goes up to $220 per school between
Oct. 15-Dec. 12. For home school students, the family enrollment fee is $102 during the early bird
window and the cost is $177 from Oct. 15-Dec. 12. Each school’s coordinator receives immediate access
to study and program materials upon payment.

For any businesses, community organizations, or colleges and universities considering sponsorship, the
local spelling bee program costs about $5,000 annually. That cost includes the local sponsor
coordinating and paying for the local spelling bee program for all schools within a set area. The sponsor
manages the regional bee event for the area and coordinates travel arrangements for the local bee
champion to compete at the National Finals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee in National Harbor,
Maryland, May 29-June 2, 2017.

The Scripps National Spelling Bee currently is looking for sponsors in Minneapolis, South Bend, Indiana
and Dayton, Ohio.
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About the Scripps National Spelling Bee:


http://www.spellingbee.com/

The Scripps National Spelling Bee is the nation's largest and longest-running educational program. The
purpose of the Scripps National Spelling Bee is to help students improve their spelling, increase their
vocabularies, learn concepts and develop correct English usage that will help them all of their lives. Visit
spellingbee.com for more information about the Scripps National Spelling Bee, which is administered on
a not-for-profit basis by The E.W. Scripps Company.

About Scripps:

The E.W. Scripps Company (NYSE: SSP) serves audiences and businesses through a growing portfolio of
television, radio and digital media brands. Scripps is one of the nation’s largest independent TV station
owners, with 33 television stations in 24 markets and a reach of nearly one in five U.S. households. It
also owns 34 radio stations in eight markets. Scripps also runs an expanding collection of local and
national digital journalism and information businesses, including satire and humor video and web brand
Cracked, podcast industry leader Midroll Media and over-the-top video news service Newsy. Scripps also
produces television shows including “THE LIST” and “The Now” and runs an award-winning investigative
reporting newsroom in Washington, D.C. Founded in 1878, Scripps has held for decades to the motto,
“Give light and the people will find their own way.”

About Amazon:

Amazon.com opened on the World Wide Web in July 1995. The company is guided by four principles:
customer obsession rather than competitor focus, passion for invention, commitment to operational
excellence, and long-term thinking. Customer reviews, 1-Click shopping, personalized recommendations,
Prime, Fulfillment by Amazon, AWS, Kindle Direct Publishing, Kindle, Fire tablets, Fire TV, Amazon Echo,
and Alexa are some of the products and services pioneered by Amazon. For more information, visit
www.amazon.com/about.

Contacts:

For questions or general inquiries:
513-977-3040
Spellingbee.com/contact
Twitter.com/ScrippsBee

For media inquiries only:

Valerie Miller

Manager, External Communications
513-545-6474
Valerie.Miller@Scripps.com
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