
 
 
 

Issa Rae debuts “Fruit” podcast exclusively on Howl 
premium subscription service 
 
Feb. 3, 2016 
 
CINCINNATI – Premium audio subscription service Howl today launched the podcast “Fruit,” an 
audio drama from writer and actress Issa Rae, known for her hit YouTube series “The Misadventures 
of Awkward Black Girl.” The show marks Rae’s first foray into audio after building a successful career 
across digital and social media platforms. 

 
“Fruit” was conceived and written by Rae and executive produced by Benoni Tagoe and Deniese 
Davis. Listeners will hear the first-person, fictional story of a man known only as X. A professional 
football player, X recounts his journey of self-discovery and sexual exploration both on and off the 
field. “Fruit” chronicles X’s relationship with his friends, teammates and family as they impose their 
own perceptions of his role in an alpha male-dominated industry. Amidst questioning for a larger 
league-related scandal, X must ultimately decide how he wants his story to be told — for himself and 
for others like him. The show launches just days before Super Bowl 50. 
 
“I am extremely proud to be releasing ‘Fruit’ with Howl. This is a very honest, very intimate and very 
human story,” said Rae. “I want listeners to get pulled in and to relate to the journey of the main 
character.” 
 
“Issa Rae is an enormously talented writer and storyteller,” said Chris Bannon, chief content officer for 
Midroll Media and Howl. “Her decision to enter podcasting with ‘Fruit’ demonstrates that this industry 
is maturing rapidly and attracting outstanding entertainers and creators who might not have given it a 
try a year ago.’ 
 
“Fruit” will be released on Wednesdays in 10 weekly chapters. It is available exclusively on the Howl 
premium service, available through a mobile app for iOS and Android and online at howl.fm. New 
subscribers are invited to try a free month of Howl by using the promo code FRUIT online. 
 
Howl is an audio curation and listening platform launched in 2015 by leading podcast network Midroll 
Media, a wholly owned subsidiary of The E.W. Scripps Company (NYSE: SSP).  
 
The first episode of “Fruit” is also available for free download or streaming in the iTunes feed of 
“Earwolf Presents.” The feed can be found in the native Podcasts app on iOS devices or in iTunes on 
desktop computers. 

 
About Scripps   
The E.W. Scripps Company serves audiences and businesses through a growing portfolio of 
television, radio and digital media brands. Scripps is one of the nation’s largest independent TV 
station owners, with 33 television stations in 24 markets and a reach of nearly one in five U.S. 
households. It also owns 34 radio stations in eight markets. Scripps also runs an expanding collection 
of local and national digital journalism and information businesses, including podcast industry 
leader Midroll Media, over-the-top video news service Newsy and weather app 

http://howl.fm/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/earwolf-presents/id455614522?mt=2
http://www.scripps.com/
http://www.midroll.com/
http://www.newsy.com/
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developer WeatherSphere. Scripps also produces television shows including The List and The Now, 
runs an award-winning investigative reporting newsroom in Washington, D.C., and serves as the 
long-time steward of the nation’s largest, most successful and longest-running educational program, 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee. Founded in 1878, Scripps has held for decades to the motto, “Give 
light and the people will find their own way.” 
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