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Hathwar and Sujoe Declared Co-Champions of  
2014 Scripps National Spelling Bee 

Co-Champions Declared for First Time Since 1962 
 
National Harbor, Md. – Sriram Hathwar, a 14-year-old speller from Painted Post, New York, and Ansun 
Sujoe, a 13-year-old speller from Fort Worth, Texas, were declared co-champions of the 2014 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee tonight.  
 
The declaration of co-champions came after round 22, when Hathwar spelled “stichomythia,” which is 
defined as “dialogue especially of altercation or dispute delivered in alternating lines.” Sujoe responded 
by correctly spelling the word "feuilleton,” which is defined as “a part of a European newspaper or 
magazine devoted to material designed to entertain the general reader.” 
 
Rich Boehne, chairman, president and CEO of The E.W. Scripps Company, declared Hathwar and Sujoe 
co-champions and awarded them the engraved Scripps National Spelling Bee championship trophy 
immediately after Sujoe’s correct spelling in round 22. This is the first time since 1962 – and the fourth 
time overall – that co-champions have been declared at the Scripps National Spelling Bee.  
 
"Congratulations to Sriram and Ansun, who navigated their way through some very difficult words to 
become the 2014 co-champions,” Boehne said. “The Scripps National Spelling Bee captures the nation’s 
attention every May, and it’s an honor to see these young men and women step up to the challenge. 
The language skills they develop in preparing for this contest will help them all their lives.” 
 
Hathwar represents the Corning Rotary Club in Corning, New York, in this year's competition. He is an 
eighth-grade student at the Alternative School for Math and Science in Corning.  
 
Sujoe represents Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas. He is a seventh-grade student at 
Bethesda Christian School in Fort Worth, Texas. 
 
This was the fifth consecutive Scripps National Spelling Bee in which Hathwar competed. He finished in 
third place in 2013. This is Sujoe’s second consecutive Scripps National Spelling Bee. He tied for 43rd 
place in 2013.  
 
ESPN broadcast the championship finals live.    
 
The spelling competition began Tuesday with 281 competitors who qualified to compete in the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee by winning locally sponsored bees.  
 

-more- 



Page Two 
 
With more than 11 million spellers starting at the local level, the Scripps National Spelling Bee is the 
nation's largest and longest-running educational program. The competition is administered on a not-for-
profit basis by Scripps in Cincinnati.  
 
The competition was held in the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in National Harbor, 
Maryland. Round-by-round results are available at spellingbee.com.  
 
Gokul Venkatachalam of Chesterfield, Missouri, representing the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, placed third in 
the competition.  
 
The co-champions each receive a $30,000 cash prize, along with an engraved trophy from Scripps; a 
$2,500 U.S. savings bond; and complete reference library from Merriam-Webster; and $1,200 of 
reference works from Encyclopedia Britannica.  
 
Each student at Hathwar’s and Sujoe’s schools will receive a one-year subscription to Microsoft Office 
365 Home. Microsoft is the Official Technology Champion of the 2014 Scripps National Spelling Bee.   
 
About the Scripps National Spelling Bee:  
The Scripps National Spelling Bee is the nation's largest and longest-running educational program. The 
purpose of the Scripps National Spelling Bee is to help students improve spelling, increase their 
vocabularies, learn concepts and develop correct English usage that will help them all their lives. Visit 
spellingbee.com for more information about the Scripps National Spelling Bee, which is administered on 
a not-for-profit basis by The E.W. Scripps Company.  
 
About Scripps:  
The E.W. Scripps Company (www.scripps.com) serves audiences and businesses through a growing 
portfolio of television, print and digital media brands. After its acquisition of two Granite Broadcasting 
stations closes, Scripps will own 21 local television stations as well as daily newspapers in 13 markets 
across the United States. It also runs an expanding collection of local and national digital journalism and 
information businesses including digital video news service Newsy. Scripps also produces television 
programming and runs an award-winning investigative reporting newsroom in Washington, D.C. 
Founded in 1879, Scripps is focused on the stories of tomorrow. 
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Contacts:  
For questions or general inquiries:    For media inquiries only: 
513-977-3040       Chris Kemper 
Spellingbee.com/contact     Communications and Public Relations Manager 
Twitter.com/ScrippsBeeHelp     513-977-3862 

Chris.Kemper@Scripps.com 
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